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independent Armenian state. He inclines to the view that Russia 
will probably work out of her present deplorable situation gradually, 
and not through further destruction and bloodshed. The blackest 
cloi d of all in threats to European peace he sees to hang above the 
Rhine. 

Two or three inaccuracies may be noted. The German devastation 
in northern France during the retreat of 1918 cannot rightly be counted 
the outstanding cause of continued French resentment (p. 44) ; perhaps 
the devastation of the spring of 1917 is intended. It is not the case 
that. Adrianople was left to the Turks by the Treaty of Sevres (p. 67). 
The text seems to affirm that the American Constitution was adopted 
as primarily a commercial union (p. 85). It is commonly held that the 
"Concert of Europe" in regard to Near Eastern affairs began after 1815, 
and was not created by the Congress of Berlin (p. 208). 

All three volumes are provided with indices. Baron Korff's has a 
short table of contents, and Lord Bryce's one that is analyzed. The 
editing is careful. A few awkward constructions have been overlooked 
in the books by non-English writers. Baron Korff gives some biblio- 
graphical lists without specific references. 

Albert Howe Lybyeb. 

University of Illinois. 

The Washington Conference. By Raymond L. Btjell. (New 
York: D. Appleton and Company. 1922. Pp. xiii, 461.) 

The Washington conference is presented from the viewpoint of the 
international situation in the Far East, with a militaristic Japan as 
the central figure. The first third of the book deals with "the forces in 
the background" — Japanese encroachments upon China and Siberia, 
the Japanese Monroe Doctrine, and the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. An 
appendix contains the conference treaties and agreements. 

The volume is well written, a wide range of excellent source material 
has been used, especially of recent foreign newspapers, and the foot- 
notes are extensive. On the other hand, too sweeping, and occasionally 
quite unjustified, statements are sometimes made, such as : "the Ameri- 
can Delegation .... misrepresented the actual achievements 
of the Conference to the American public" (p. 325); "the almost com- 
plete ignorance of the Siberian Question" on the part of the conference 
and the American delegation (p. 314); and "the policy of the American 

Delegation (in regard to the Far East) was uniformly 

'pro -Japanese'" (p. 322). 
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As to the results of the conference, "it failed almost entirely" in 
everything relating to the Far East (p. 325). Imperialist Japan, 
it is contended, was in control of the Orient when the conference opened; 
the Naval treaty, by its prohibition of further fortifications or naval 
bases on certain Pacific islands, made it impossible for the United 
States alone to interfere with Japan; while the Four Power Treaty 
prevented joint action by Great Britain and the United States (pp. 
313-314); with the result that the conference actually "strengthened 
the position of Japan" (p. 327). This failure of the conference is the 
thesis of the main part of the volume. To establish this contention, 
reliance is placed upon an unusual interpretation of the Four Power 
Treaty, which, it is said, "constituted a pledge that Great Britain and 
the United States would not jointly interfere in the Orient" (p. 177). 
The admission is made that the American delegation may not have 
"realized the exact import" of the treaty and that the meaning con- 
tended for was not brought out by the microscopic examination made 
by ther Senate (p. 182, footnote). 

Had the author given a more objective discussion of the results 
of the conference, presenting the differing viewpoints, his book might 
well have been the standard work upon the conference as a diplomatic 
world event. As it is, it must be placed in the class of controversial 
publications. It is of genuine value, however, for its collection of 
widely scattered material, and its clear, discriminating picture of the 
far eastern background of the conference, and the international situa- 
tion; and interesting for the reasoning by which the author makes a 
failure, in large part, of the conference which majority opinion regards 
as one of the most striking of American successes. 

G. H. Blakeslee. 

Clark University. 

The New German Constitution. By Rene Bktjnet. Translated 
from the French by Joseph Gollomb. Foreword by Charles 
A. Beard. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1922. Pp. xiv, 
339.) 

Dr. Charles A. Beard, in an interesting preface, declares this volume 
to be "the best treatise on the German constitution which exists in any 
language." This may well be true though the reviewer has not yet 
seen the recent works by Anschiitz and Meissner, but it does not seem 
to be such high praise as the book deserves. The early commentaries 



